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ment to guarantee the truce settled by Captain
Laing, was the first event that occurred to interrupt
the general joy that prevailed after the consumma-
tion of peace ; these gallant fellows all fell victims
to the climate, within four weeks after the departure
of the Prince Regent, on the 4th of December.

On the 8th of the same month, the colonists
received fresh assistance through the friendly offices
of Captain Wesley and his officers, whose vessel, a
large privateer schooner, under Columbian colours,
came to an anchor off the town. By the aid of
mechanics, obtained from this vessel, the settlement
was put into a superior state of defence, while the
sufferings of the wounded were alleviated by the
assiduous attentions of a skilful surgeon. After
conferring upon the settlers countless obligations
during a term of four weeks, Captain Wesley's
vessel sailed, bearing with it the sincerest wishes of
a grateful people.

The Agent's health, which had promised improve-
ment, sunk into a state of hopeless debility, and by
the 16th of December, medicines utterly failed to
produce any beneficial effect. It was at this period
that a remedy of the most singular nature was
presented to him by a French charlatan, who,
accidentally touching at the Cape, offered his
services; a drowning wretch it is said will catch at
a straw, and from despair rather than hope the
Agent submitted to his adviser, and consented to
try the effects of his prescription. A potion was